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1 . S Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 
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International Bureau (PCT Rule 1 7.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1 . Examiner acknowledges amendments made on the claims and drawings 
received on July 1 1 , 2005. Claims 6-8 have been cancelled. Drawings are acceptable. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

2. Claims 1-5, 9 and 10 are allowed. 

3. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: 

Regarding claims 1, 4 and 10, the main reason for indicating allowable subject 
matter is because the prior art fails to teach or reasonably suggest that the artificial light 
detection section for calculating the ratio of artificial light and natural light from the 
output of said visible light brightness detection section and the output of said infrared 
light detection section, wherein a correction range for performing the white balance 
correction is obtained based on the ratio natural artificial light and natural light 
calculated by said artificial light detection section, and the white balance correction is 
performed when the two color difference signals are within said correction range. 

Saito, US Patent 5,319,449 discloses a camera (Fig. 1) capable of white balance 
correction comprising: an image pickup optical system (Fig. 1: 1); an image sensor (Fig. 
1 : 3) for receiving light from an object through this image pickup optical system; a three- 
primary-color detection section (The sensor captures the image using a complementary 
color filter but transfer the signals to primary color signals using matrix circuit in fig. 1 : 7)- 
for detecting three-primary-color signals based on the output of the image sensor; a 
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matrix processing section (Fig. 1 : 10) for calculating two difference signals from the 
three-primary-color signals; visible light brightness detection section (Fig. 1:12, the 
microcomputer calculates the brightness of the Object) for detecting visible light 
brightness by the output from said three-primary-color detection section; an artificial 
light detection section (Fig. 1 : 20) for identifying the type of light being used for 
illuminating the object to be photographed; wherein a correction range for performing 
the white balance correction is obtained based on the type of illumination detected by 
the microcomputer 20 by comparing the luminance with different ranges representing 
different types of illumination (See figs. 8 and 10) (Col. 6, line 29 - col. 8, line 9; col. 9, 
lines 13-53; col. 10, lines 6-44; col. 13, line 31 - col. 14, line 9; col. 14, line 37 -col. 15, 
line 3; col. 16, lines 25-57). However, Saito fails to teach or reasonably suggest that the 
artificial light detection section for calculating the ratio of artificial light and natural light 
from the output of said visible light brightness detection section and the output of said 
infrared light detection section, wherein a correction range for performing the white 
balance correction is obtained based on the ratio natural artificial light and natural light 
calculated by said artificial light detection section, and the white balance correction is 
performed when the two color difference signals are within said correction range. 

Contact 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Nelson D. Hernandez whose telephone number is (571 ) 
272-731 1. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 A.M. to 5:30 P.M.. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thai Tran can be reached on (571) 272-7382. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Nelson D. Hernandez 

Examiner 

Art Unit 2612 
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